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What Is ALGEBRA 2 Pre-AP?   
 
 Algebra 2 Pre-AP is essentially a study of functions.  In this class, students explore many different kinds of 
functions with an emphasis on constructing and recognizing their graphs.  Some of the function types explored are 
linear, quadratic, polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, radical, and trigonometric among others. 
 Algebra 2 Pre-AP is a class designed to introduce students to the rigors of an AP mathematics class, such as AP 
Calculus or AP Statistics.  Algebra 2 Pre-AP will be conducted at a brisk pace, so it is necessary to always be current in 
your work.  Lastly, as way of overview, we will learn to do many mathematical techniques on a graphing calculator. 
 
 
What supplies will you need? 
 

 Loose-leaf paper     Large notebook 

 1.5” – 2” binder with dividers    Two-pocket folder    
o You will want to keep all graded quizzes and tests for the entire year 
o You will want to keep all graded homework for current grading period 
o You will want to keep all notes in one location 

 Scientific Calculator, TI – 30 XIIS (or similar, if you already have one) 

 Graphing Calculator, TI – 89 (a TI – 84 or similar is acceptable for this course) 

 Graph paper (loose leaf or notebook) 
 
 
What will happen in class? 
 

 Show up to class on time (3 tardies = 1 detention).  There will be something to do at the beginning of the period 
each day.  Possibilities include: 

 
1. “What Do You Know?” Activity 
2. Discuss homework problems of particular interest/concern 
3. Warm-up problems for your notes 

 

 We will begin most classes with the “What Do You Know?” Activity 
 

o You will be given between 1 to 3 questions to answer individually. Work in pencil, black pen or blue pen 
(preferably pencil). You will have five minutes to answer the questions. These questions will assess how 
well you understood the previous night’s homework, as well as other previous concepts. 
 

o Before submitting the papers, I will provide the correct answers and you may write the correct answers 
with red pen. If you don’t have a red pen, then you are not allowed to write the correct answers before 
submitting your paper. 

 
o The “What Do You Know?” Activities will be graded for accuracy and scored in the Homework category 

of your grade. Since they are formative assessments, which means they are “check-ins” to assess your 
progress, each will be scored out of 2 points. There are 3 points to earn, so the other points will be 
bonus points. 
 

 
 

 After discussing the “What Do You Know?” Activity we will begin the new lesson.  Lessons will either be lecture 
and discussion with individual or group practice, or the lessons will be inquiry activities.  Interesting questions 

OR 



 
 

arise during lectures and we will explore those as deemed appropriate or necessary – seldom are two of my 
lectures the same. 
 

 QUIZ Days – usually we will not have a “What Do You Know?” Activity on Quiz days. Before the quiz, I will 
answer questions about specific problems from homework, notes, or previous quizzes. These questions must be 
brought to me before class begins. 
 

 TEST Days – On the day of a scheduled chapter test, I will not discuss any homework questions right before the 
test.  The test begins promptly at the start of the period. 

 
How does the grading work in this class? 
  
 Grades will be calculated with weighted categories.  The following is a description of the types of graded 
assessments you will have.  The percentage of the final nine-weeks grade determined by the points earned in each 
category is shown in parentheses next to the category type.  The final grade will be rounded to the nearest whole 
number, and a letter grade will be assigned as determined by the Copley High School grading scale: 
 

98-100 A+ 87-89 B+ 77-79 C+ 67-69 D+ 

93-97 A 83-86 B 73-76 C 63-66 D 

90-92 A- 80-82 B- 70-72 C- 60-62 D- 

      Below 60 F 

 

 Tests (50%) – Tests will be given at the conclusion of each chapter or unit.  All tests will be cumulative, but 
most of the emphasis on any test will be the most recent chapter.  All tests will be worth 100 points each. Tests 
are meant to assess cumulative understanding for the unit. If a test score is higher than any of your quizzes in 
the same unit, your lowest quiz score from that unit will be replaced with a score equivalent to your test score. 

 

 Quizzes (30%) – Quizzes will be given nearly every week, and could fall on any day of the week.  But at least 
two days notice will be given for any quiz.  Quizzes will typically emphasize 2 - 4 sections from the book, but 
like tests are cumulative.  Most quizzes are worth 50 points each.  You will only be given 25-30 minutes for 
quizzes.  For some chapters, traditional announced quizzes may be replaced with periodic Mini – quizzes.   

 

 Homework (15%) – Homework will be assigned almost daily.  Most homework will be paper & pencil, but some 
will be assigned through the textbook’s online program MyMathLab.  Homework is an important part of this 
class, as it prepares you for the quizzes and tests. The answers to the homework will be provided through the 
google classroom. In a typical week, two (2) paper & pencil assignments will be collected (not including 
MyMathLab assignments).  The assignments that are collected will usually be determined by chance (The Die 
of Fate).  A collected assignment will be worth 10 points each, where 5 points are awarded for completion and 
5 points are awarded for the accuracy of 5 selected problems. 

 
o Inquiry activities (see below) do not count toward the total number of assignments collected. 

 
o MyMathLab assignments do not count toward the total number of assignments collected in a week. 

 
o Show all work as shown in class.  For each problem: (1) Write the original problem down. (2) Show 

supporting work to find the answer. If all work is not shown, then full credit will not be given.   
 

o Label each assignment clearly. Write your name, your class period, date, and the assignment number 
in the upper right corner of each assignment. 

 



 
 

o Do not put your assignment on the back of a page of notes since assignments are collected to be 
graded.  You may start a new assignment at the end of the previous assignment, as long as the 
assignment is clearly identified. 

 
o You will be given 5 homework passes per nine weeks.  If you do not want to submit a particular 

assignment, for any reason you may submit a homework pass and receive an exemption on that 
homework assignment (0 out of 0 in the gradebook). 

 

 Inquiry Activities (5%) – Each chapter will have at least one inquiry activity.  You will be placed in groups to 
work through a set of directed questions and example problems to discover – on your own – a new topic.  
These will be graded, and will be worth varying amounts of points, depending on the number of questions.  
Typically, they will be worth at least 20 points, but no more than 50 points. 

 
o The purpose of these activities is two-fold: (1) to enable you to be more independent in your learning 

– this will allow you to think divergently and come to conclusions that a teacher might not address in a 
typical lesson; (2) to enable you to work with others and to share your insights and knowledge in a 
particular subject. 

 
o These are NOT designed for one person to do all the work and everyone else to copy.  Neither, are 

they designed for the activity to split into parts and pieced backed together.  Furthermore, the 
questions in an inquiry activity build from prior knowledge.  You are not to go searching your book for 
the “right” answers. 

 

 Point Recovery Assignments (PRA) – Once per grading period, there will be a Point Recovery Assignment 
worth 50 points.  Many times these assignments will be review assignments, but they may be research or 
writing assignments or other projects. 
 

o These are not extra credit assignments, per se, but the points earned will help your overall grade and 
be added to your QUIZ category to replace your lowest quiz grade. 
 

o Point Recovery Assignments will be posted at the online classroom. 
 

o Point Recovery Assignments will be graded for accuracy.  Once an assignment is submitted, it cannot 
be “unsubmitted”.   If your grade lowers because of a PRA, then it will not be counted. 

 
o In the case of research, or writing assignments, plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Be sure that your 

research is documented and your work is your own. 
 
 

 Extra Credit Assignments – The only extra credit assignments will be through math competitions. 
 

o Ohio Math League – This is a competition with “riddle”-type questions.  Each correct response will 
count as a point (extra credit) in the test category of your grade. 
 

o American Mathematics Competition (AMC 10 or 12) – This is a competition held during the school day 
in February.  The number of points earned will be determined after the competition is graded, but will 
also be counted in the test category. 
 

o Attending both competitions in a nine-weeks will earn you an additional extra credit point. 
 
 



 
 

o Competition Dates and which nine-weeks toward which the points will count: 
 

Ohio Math League: Practice Contest Sept. 18, 2018  (1st 9-weeks) 
   Contest #1  Oct. 16, 2018  (1st 9-weeks) 
   Contest #2  Nov. 13, 2018  (2nd 9-weeks) 
   Contest #3  Dec. 11, 2018  (2nd 9-weeks) 
   Contest #4  Jan. 8, 2019  (3rd 9-weeks) 
   Contest #5  Feb. 12, 2019  (3rd 9-weeks) 
   Contest #6  March 19, 2019  (4th 9-weeks) 
AMC 10/12:  Contest   Feb. 7, 2019*   (4th 9-weeks) 
      *scores reported later in the Spring  
    

What if you need help? 

 I am available during Learning Lab. Make arrangements ahead of time. You must have a pass prior to Learning 
Lab. 
 

 I am available during Math Lab mods 3-4 for extra help, if you have a study hall that period. If you have a study 
hall during another period, you may see another math teacher during Math Lab for help. 
 

 I arrive to school around 7 am every morning and you can stop by to ask a few homework questions then. 
 
What if you miss school? 

 If you miss this class because of a school related activity or pre-planned absence, you MUST arrange to make up 
the work ahead of time. 
 

 If you miss this class because of an appointment or EXCUSED tardy to school, then you must turn in the work 
due before you leave or when you return to school.  Also, you must make arrangements to make up a missed 
quiz or test because of these circumstances. 

 

 Missing class because of an UNEXCUSED tardy or absence will mean forfeiting the points available in class that 
day (due homework or planned quiz or test) 

 

 If you miss class because of an unexpected illness or other excused emergency, you must complete the work in 
the amount of time as outlined by the student handbook. Make arrangements for make-up work when you 
return to school. 

 
 

 
Class Rules 

  

1.  You must be to class on time! 

2.  NO disrupting the lesson, this includes 
talking and getting out of your seat without 
permission and throwing objects. 

3.  Come to class prepared 

4.  Only 3 restroom/hall passes per quarter. 

5.  No food or drink in class. 

6.  Only use electronic devices with expressed 
permission from Mr. Stephens 

 

Consequences for Poor Behavior 
 

1.  Verbal Warning 

2.  One minute after class 

3.  Detention after school 

4.  Referral to the assistant principal 

5.  Parent Teacher Conference 

 


